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crush the human spirit. Beating, burning, 
rape, and electric shock are some of the grisly 
tools such regimes use to terrorize their own 
citizens. These despicable crimes cannot be 
tolerated by a world committed to justice. 

Notorious human rights abusers, includ-
ing, among others, Burma, Cuba, North 
Korea, Iran, and Zimbabwe, have long sought 
to shield their abuses from the eyes of the 
world by staging elaborate deceptions and 
denying access to international human rights 
monitors. Until recently, Saddam Hussein 
used similar means to hide the crimes of his 
regime. With Iraq’s liberation, the world is 
only now learning the enormity of the dic-
tator’s three decades of victimization of the 
Iraqi people. Across the country, evidence 
of Ba’athist atrocities is mounting, including 
scores of mass graves containing the remains 
of thousands of men, women, and children 
and torture chambers hidden inside palaces 
and ministries. The most compelling evi-
dence of all lies in the stories told by torture 
survivors, who are recounting a vast array of 
sadistic acts perpetrated against the innocent. 
Their testimony reminds us of their great 
courage in outlasting one of history’s most 
brutal regimes, and it reminds us that similar 
cruelties are taking place behind the closed 
doors of other prison states. 

The United States is committed to the 
worldwide elimination of torture, and we are 
leading this fight by example. I call on all 
governments to join with the United States 
and the community of law-abiding nations in 
prohibiting, investigating, and prosecuting all 
acts of torture and in undertaking to prevent 
other cruel and unusual punishment. I call 
on all nations to speak out against torture 
in all its forms and to make ending torture 
an essential part of their diplomacy. I further 
urge governments to join America and others 
in supporting torture victims’ treatment cen-
ters, contributing to the U.N. Fund for the 
Victims of Torture, and supporting the ef-
forts of nongovernmental organizations to 
end torture and assist its victims. 

No people, no matter where they reside, 
should have to live in fear of their own gov-
ernment. Nowhere should the midnight 
knock foreshadow a nightmare of state-com-
missioned crime. The suffering of torture vic-
tims must end, and the United States calls 

on all governments to assume this great mis-
sion. 

Remarks on the Creation of the 
National Do Not Call Registry 
June 27, 2003 

Good morning. I’m pleased to be joined 
by the Federal Trade Commission Chairman, 
Tim Muris, Federal Communications Com-
mission Chairman Michael Powell. I also 
want to thank their—members of their staffs 
who have joined us today. I appreciate your 
hard work on a—in an interesting and impor-
tant initiative. We are announcing new meas-
ures by the Federal Government that will 
help Americans protect their private time or 
family time by blocking unwelcome phone 
calls from telemarketers. 

Unwanted telemarketing calls are intru-
sive. They are annoying, and they’re all too 
common. When Americans are sitting down 
to dinner or a parent is reading to his or her 
child, the last thing they need is a call from 
a stranger with a sales pitch, so we’re taking 
practical action to address this problem. 

The Federal Communications Commis-
sion has joined with the Federal Trade Com-
mission to create a National Do Not Call 
Registry, a tool that will help ensure that tele-
marketers respect the privacy of our Nation’s 
citizens. This registry will allow people to 
limit most unwanted telemarketing calls by 
registering their home or cell phone num-
bers. Registration can be completed by 
phone or over the Internet, and it is free of 
charge. The service also comes at no expense 
to the taxpayers. After all, it is fully funded 
by the telemarketing industry. 

Response to the initial proposal to create 
the do-not-call list was very strong. The FTC 
received more than 60,000 comments that 
overwhelmingly supported the registry’s cre-
ation. After a number is registered, commer-
cial telemarketers will be required to remove 
that number from their call list within 3 
months. In addition, most States that already 
have similar do-not-call lists will transfer 
their numbers to the national registry. 

Citizens interested in finding out more 
about the Do Not Call Registry and how to 
register telephone numbers should visit 
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donotcall.gov—should call up on the Inter-
net, donotcall.gov, and they will find out how 
to place their number in the registry. Chair-
man Muris and Chairman Powell told me 
that as of today—starting last night, as of 
today, 108 persons per second are now reg-
istering their phone numbers. 

I want to commend the FTC and the FCC 
and the United States Congress for their 
good work on behalf of American consumers. 

I’m also pleased by the votes last night in 
the United States Senate and the United 
States House of Representatives to improve 
Medicare and to extend prescription drug 
coverage to our seniors. A stronger Medicare 
system that gives our seniors more choices 
and better benefits has been a central priority 
of my administration. I urge the Congress 
to reconcile their differences and to get a 
bill to my desk as quickly as possible. 

Thank you all for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:42 a.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. The Office of 
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks at a Bush-Cheney 
Luncheon in San Francisco, 
California 
June 27, 2003 

Thank you all very much. Thanks for the 
warm welcome. Thanks for coming. It’s great 
to be back in the bay area. Bradley, if that 
is a short introduction, I hate to see a long 
one. [Laughter] But I appreciate your friend-
ship, and I appreciate your leadership. I want 
to thank you all very much for supporting 
our efforts. I want to thank you for coming 
and giving of your hard-earned dollars. You 
are laying the foundation for a nationwide 
victory next year. 

I’m getting ready. I’m loosening up. 
[Laughter] And I’m going to need your help. 
I’ll need your help not only financially but 
also to pass our positive, inclusive message 
around the bay area. I want you to remind 
your citizens, fellow citizens, that our vision 
is one that is hopeful and optimistic. 

Listen, there’s going to be plenty of time 
for politics. The political season will come 
in its own time. Right now, I’m focused on 

the people’s business in Washington, DC. 
And we have a lot on the agenda. And what 
I want to tell you is that I will continue to 
earn the confidence of all Americans, regard-
less of their political party, by keeping this 
Nation secure and strong and prosperous and 
free. 

I’ve just come from Washington to here, 
obviously. I’m going down to LA. I wish I 
came with my wife. I wish she were with 
me. She has done a fabulous job. I will see 
her tonight in Crawford, Texas. Well, she’ll 
be the lump in the bed next to me, since 
I get in at 1:30 in the morning. [Laughter] 
But you drew the short straw. Had she come 
and spoken, you would have had the long 
straw. She is a—she’s a remarkable person. 
She has been calm and steady in the face 
of significant crisis. She can smile; she can 
listen. She is a fabulous First Lady for the 
United States of America. 

I do want to thank Brad and Gerry Parsky 
and the people that put on this dinner and 
worked hard to raise the money. I’m so hon-
ored that—for your help. I also appreciate 
Dennis Miller. Obviously, after your one-lin-
ers, Brad, he doesn’t have anything to fear 
for his job. [Laughter] 

We’ve been through some remarkable 
times in America during the last 21⁄2 years. 
This Nation has acted decisively to confront 
great challenges. I came to office to solve 
problems, not to pass them on to future 
Presidents and future generations. I came to 
seize opportunities instead of letting them 
slip away. We are meeting the tests of our 
time. 

Terrorists declared war on the United 
States, and war is what they got. We have 
captured or killed many of the leaders of Al 
Qaida. And the rest of them know we’re hot 
on their trail. In Afghanistan and Iraq, we 
gave ultimatums to terror regimes. Those re-
gimes chose defiance, and those regimes are 
no more. Fifty million people in those two 
countries once lived under tyranny, and now 
they live in freedom. 

Two-and-a-half years ago, our military was 
not receiving the resources it needed, and 
morale was beginning to suffer. We increased 
the defense budget to prepare for the threats 
of a new era. And today, no one in the world 


